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they desired to be informed. In like manner, the Jews? when they appealed to Bath-Kol, the next words which they heard were considered as the desired oracle. The Christians, when Christianity began to be corrupted, used the Scriptures in the same manner as the heathens employed the works of Virgil.
BEADS, in devotional exercises are much used by the Romanists in rehearsing and numbering their Ave-Marias and Paternosters, and a similar practice prevails among the dervises and other religious persons throughout the East, as well Mahometan as heathen. By bidding of the Beads is meant a charge given by Romish Priests to their parishioners, at certain times, to say so many Paternosters upon their Beads for a soul departed.
BEATIFICATION. In the Romish church, the act by which the Pope declares a person happy after death. Beatification differs from canonization. In the former the Pope does not act as a judge in determinining the state of the beatified, but only grants a privilege to certain persons to honour him by a particular religious worship, without incurring the penalty of superstitious worshippers. In canonization, the Pope blasphemously speaks as a judge, and determines, ex cathedra, on the state of the canonized. It is remarkable, that particular orders of monks assume to themselves the power of beatification.
BEGUINES. A congregation of Nuns founded either by St. Begghe, Duchess of Brabant, in the seventh century ; or by Lambert Le Begue, a priest and native of Liege, who lived in the 12th century. They were established first at Liege, an.d afterwards at Neville, in 1207, or, as some say, in 1226. From this last settlement sprang the great number of Beguinages, which are spread over all Flanders, and which have passed from Flanders into Germany. In the latter country, some of them fell into extravagant errors, and persuaded themselves that it was possible in the present life to attain to the highest perfection, even to impeccability, and a clear view of GOD, and, in short, to so eminent a degree of contemplation, that, after this, there was no necessity of submitting to the laws of mortal men, civil or ecclesiastical. The council of Vienna, in 1113, condemned these errors, i2